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CALIFORNIA SHAKESPEARE tHEATER TO RECEIVE 

2010-2011 Shakespeare for a New Generation grant

Department of Justice partnership supports Shakespeare projects for at-risk youth

April 30, 2010—Berkeley,CA—California Shakespeare Theater (Cal Shakes) today announced that it is one of 40 nonprofit, professional theater companies that will receive a grant of $25,000 to participate in Shakespeare for a New Generation from June 1, 2010 through May 31, 2011.  Part of the NEA’s Shakespeare in American Communities initiative, Shakespeare for a New Generation introduces middle- and high-school students to the power of live theater and the masterpieces of William Shakespeare.  Managed by Arts Midwest, the program has benefitted more than 1.5 million students and their teachers with live performances and educational activities since the program began in 2003.
“We are thrilled and grateful to have been chosen as recipients of this grant for the fifth year in a row,” says Cal Shakes Managing Director Susie Falk. “The NEA’s financial support is in and of itself extremely important to us, as it makes a substantial difference in our ability to bring Shakespeare to thousands of low-income students each year; but we also feel very heartened by the NEA’s repeated support, which we see as an endorsement of the value and impact of our program on children.” 

Cal Shakes is also one of six participating companies that will receive $20,000 in additional funding through a partnership with the Coordinating Council on Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention, which organizes federal programs for at-risk youth among multiple federal agencies. Funds for the grants are provided through the Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention (OJJDP), U.S. Department of Justice, and will support performances and educational activities targeted to youth involved with the juvenile justice system.

Cal Shakes will present Student Discovery matinee productions of Much Ado About Nothing, directed by Artistic Director Jonathan Moscone, with accompanying pre- and post-performance workshops and residencies for low-income middle and high school-age students from at least 10 Bay Area schools, along with an Educator Night training session for teachers. The additional grant, which is supported by the Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention, U.S. Department of Justice, will allow Cal Shakes to expand the reach of its Shakespeare for a New Generation program activities by providing Shakespeare-based workshops and residencies for juvenile offenders to youth involved with the juvenile justice system. 
“We are proud to support bringing Shakespeare to America’s students,” said NEA Chairman Rocco Landesman. “I have seen firsthand how the productions supported through Shakespeare for a New Generation have connected youth with Shakespeare—sometimes for the first time—inspiring them and creating the next generation of audiences.  At the same time, this funding increases work opportunities for our theater artists.”

Including the newly selected companies, more than 80 of the nation's theater companies have taken part in the NEA’s Shakespeare program since its inception.  By June 2010, participating theater companies will have presented performances at 4,000 schools in 2,500 communities in all 50 states and the District of Columbia. 
For more information about Cal Shakes’ education programs, contact Director of Artistic Learning Trish Tillman at ttillman@calshakes.org or 510.548.3422 x113. For more information about Cal Shakes’ landmark 2010 season, contact Marilyn Langbehn, Marketing and PR Manager, at mlangbehn@calshakes.org or 510.548.3422 x118; or visit the Cal Shakes website at calshakes.org.

###

ABOUT CAL SHAKES   

Founded in 1974, California Shakespeare Theater is a fully professional, critically acclaimed theater known for its innovative productions of the plays of William Shakespeare and other reimagined classics. Under the leadership of Artistic Director Jonathan Moscone and Managing Director Susie Falk, Cal Shakes is committed to being a leading community citizen by nourishing the imaginations of audiences, artists, and learners of all ages. Cal Shakes makes boldly imagined and deeply entertaining interpretations of Shakespeare and the classics; provides in-depth, far-reaching artistic learning programs for learners of all ages and circumstances; and brings disparate communities together around the creation of new American plays that reflect the cultural diversity of the Bay Area.
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