[image: image1.jpg]



For Immediate Release
June 1, 2011


Press Contact: Marilyn Langbehn
510.548.3422 x118

510.910.3129 cell

mlangbehn@calshakes.org

CALIFORNIA SHAKESPEARE THEATER CONTINUES ITS 38TH SEASON WITH THE WORLD PREMIERE OF 
THE VERONA PROJECT, JULY 6-31

An original hybrid of play and rock concert inspired in part by Shakespeare’s 
The Two Gentlemen of Verona, features an 8-person acting band, and 
original text and music by nationally-renowned director Amanda Dehnert 

All Performances at the Recently Renovated Bruns Amphitheater

Tickets Now on Sale; Call 510.548.9666 or calshakes.org

Berkeley, CA, June 1, 2011 – California Shakespeare Theater will follow up its season opener Titus Andronicus with The Verona Project, a brand-new hybrid of play and concert, inspired in part by Shakespeare’s The Two Gentlemen of Verona. The world-premiere production, which is written, composed, and directed by nationally-acclaimed director Amanda Dehnert in her Cal Shakes debut, plays at the Bruns Amphitheater, July 6 through July 31.
The Verona Project isn’t just a play. It’s also a band—composed of eight actors playing three times as many instruments, performing a hybrid of theater and rock concert that marries Shakespeare to fairytales to real life, infusing it all with enough joyful exuberance to rock the Bruns Amphitheater to the imaginary rafters. 

The story revolves around childhood best friends Proteus and Valentine; Julia, the girl who comes between them; the princely Silvio who complicates everyone’s story; and the truth-seeking, identity-finding, fairytale-twisting path that brings them all together again—not that much older but a whole lot wiser. 

“I really love the characters Shakespeare created,” says Dehnert, “and they have inspired me to dive deeper into the various natures of love, loss, and self-discovery. I believe that to love and to lose are inextricably tied together; loving something or someone is perhaps the riskiest and most rewarding thing we can do in the course of our lives, and it’s what can cause us the most pain. The characters in Verona are struggling with the experience of first love, which I think is something we can all connect to. They are also trying to figure out who they are as individuals, and who they want to grow up to become.”
The actor/musician cast members of The Verona Project are all making their Cal Shakes debuts with this production: Arwen Anderson (Love in American Times at San Jose Rep, Tales of the City workshop at A.C.T.) as Julia; Dan Clegg (Young Scrooge in A Christmas Carol at A.C.T., numerous productions in Montreal including The Rocky Horror Show and Equus) as Proteus; Marisa Duchowny (Tales of the City workshop at A.C.T., Chicago with Prima del Teatro in San Miniato, Italy) as Sylvio’s Mother; Phil Mills (featured principal vocalist at San Francisco Symphony’s A Celebration of Leonard Bernstein; numerous productions for A.C.T.’s MFA program including Macbeth and Hamlet) as Sylvio; Harold Pierce (The Seagull at Marin Theatre Company, plus roles at TheatreFIRST, Impact Theatre, and Shotgun) as Speed; Nate Trinrud (Peter Pan: a Play at Lookingglass, Fly By Night at TheatreWorks) as Valentine, Elena Wright (The Salt Plays: Part I and Part II at Shotgun, Dead Man’s Cell Phone at Sonoma Rep) as Thuria, and Adam Yazbeck (The Kite Runner, The Glass Menagerie at San Jose Rep; The Lion in Winter at Shakespeare Santa Cruz) as the Duke. 

The design team includes: Daniel Ostling (set design) who designed last season’s Macbeth and Much Ado About Nothing, and who received a Tony nomination for Best Scenic Design for Mary Zimmerman’s Metamorphoses; Melissa Torchia (costume design), making her Cal Shakes debut, having recently completed her Masters in Costume Design from Northwestern University, and who has designed for Lookingglass and Steppenwolf in Chicago; David Cuthbert (lighting design), whose credits include lighting and media designs for San Jose Rep, the Magic, the Old Globe and Arena Stage; and Josh Horvath (music production and sound design), an Artistic Associate at Lookingglass, who has created soundscapes at the Kennedy Center, Long Wharf, Chicago Shakespeare, and Lincoln Center, to name a few. Others on the artistic staff of the production are Associate Artist Domenique Lozano (vocal/text coach); Dave Maier (fight director), Megan Q. Sada (stage manager), and Laxmi Kumaran (assistant stage manager). 

Amanda Dehnert is a director, composer, and adapter. Her recent projects include: Julius Caesar and All’s Well That Ends Well (Oregon Shakespeare Festival); Peter Pan (A Play) (Lookingglass Theatre Company), which she wrote and directed; Death of a Salesman (Dallas Theatre Center); The Fantasticks (Long Wharf and Arena Stage); and Cabaret (Stratford Shakespeare Festival). She currently serves as an Associate Professor in the theater department at Northwestern University. Prior to that, she taught for the Brown University/Trinity Rep MFA program. Ms Dehnert has held various positions with Trinity Rep, culminating with her serving as the Acting Artistic Director for the 2005-2006 season. Productions for Trinity Rep include Cyrano de Bergerac, Henry IV, West Side Story, A Moon for the Misbegotten, Annie, The Skin of Our Teeth, Noises Off, Who’s Afraid of Virginia Woolf?, My Fair Lady, Othello, Saint Joan, We Won’t Pay! We Won’t Pay!, and A Christmas Carol. As a composer, she has written scores and songs for much of her own work as well as for The Imaginary Invalid, The Cider House Rules, As You Like It, and a new adaptation of A Christmas Carol, co-authored with Oskar Eustis, which premiered in Boston in 2003.

Single tickets for The Verona Project range from $35-$66, with discounts available for seniors, students, persons age 30 and under, and groups. Prices, dates, and artists subject to change. For information or to charge tickets by phone with VISA, MasterCard or American Express, call the Cal Shakes Box Office at 510.548.9666. Additional information and online ticketing are available at www.calshakes.org. 

(Members of the press: photos are available from Cal Shakes in their online press room).

ABOUT THE BRUNS AMPHITHEATER:

Founded in 1974, now under the leadership of Artistic Director Jonathan Moscone and Managing Director Susie Falk, Cal Shakes was recently named “one of the most beautiful outdoor performing spaces in America” by the Wall Street Journal. The Bruns Amphitheater, recently renovated to include enhanced audience and patron amenities, is nestled in the Siesta Valley of the East Bay Hills between Berkeley and Orinda on a protected watershed. The grounds open two hours before curtain for picnicking in the lush eucalyptus and oak groves; the on-site café in the new Sharon Simpson Center offers gourmet meals on-site, or patrons may bring their own to enjoy. The Theater offers free shuttle service from the Orinda BART station, beginning ninety minutes before the performance, and plentiful free parking onsite. 

ABOUT CAL SHAKES:

Now in its 38th season, California Shakespeare Theater is known for its innovative productions of the plays of William Shakespeare and other reimagined classics. Cal Shakes is committed to being a leading community citizen by nourishing the imaginations of audiences, artists, and learners of all ages. Cal Shakes makes boldly imagined and deeply entertaining interpretations of Shakespeare and the classics; provides in-depth, far-reaching artistic learning programs for learners of all ages and circumstances; and brings disparate communities together around the creation of new American plays that reflect the cultural diversity of the Bay Area. For more information on the entirety of Cal Shakes work on stage, in schools and in communities, go to www.calshakes.org/about us.

California Shakespeare Theater’s 2011 season is supported in part by the generosity of The William and Flora Hewlett Foundation and the Dean & Margaret Lesher Foundation. Corporate partners for the 2011 season include BART, City National Bank, Lafayette Park Hotel & Spa, Meyer Sound, Peet’s Coffee & Tea, and San Francisco magazine. 
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ATTENTION CALENDAR EDITORS

WHAT

California Shakespeare Theater’s world-premiere production of The Verona Project


WHO 

Written, composed, and directed by Amanda Dehnert
Designed by Daniel Ostling (sets), Melissa Torchia (costumes), David Cuthbert (lights), Josh Horvath(music production/sound designer), Dave Maier (fight director), and Domenique Lozano* (vocal/text coach), with Megan Q. Sada* (stage manager) and Laxmi Kumaran* (assistant stage manager). 
Featuring Arwen Anderson* (Julia, Ensemble); Dan Clegg* (Proteus, Ensemble); Marisa Duchowny* (Sylvio’s Mother, Ensemble); Phil Mills* (Sylvio, Ensemble); Harold Pierce* (Speed, Ensemble); Nate Trinrud* (Valentine, Ensemble); Elena Wright* (Thuria, Ensemble); and Adam Yazbeck* (Duke, Ensemble)

WHEN

July 6-July 31, 2011
Previews July 6, 7, and 8 at 8pm

Press Night July 9 at 8pm

Tuesdays through Thursdays at 7:30pm

Fridays and Saturdays at 8pm

Saturday Matinee, July 30 at 2pm

Sundays at 4pm

Grounds open two hours prior to showtime for picnicking.

WHERE
Bruns Amphitheater, 100 California Shakespeare Theater Way. (formerly 100 Gateway Blvd.), 



Orinda, CA 94563 

(just off Highway 24 at the California Shakespeare Theater Way/Wilder Rd. exit, one mile east of the Caldecott Tunnel.)

Complimentary shuttle from Orinda BART beginning 90 minutes prior to curtain.

Complimentary parking onsite.

TICKETS
Single tickets range from $35 to $66, with discounts available for seniors, students, persons age 30 and under, and groups. Prices subject to change.

All tickets are available through the California Shakespeare Theater Box Office, 

701 Heinz Avenue, Berkeley CA, 510.548.9666, or online at www.calshakes.org.

GROUPS
Groups of 10 or more save $10 off the adult single ticket price; complimentary ticket available for groups of 15+. For more information, call 510.809.3290.

SPECIAL EVENTS

Inside Scoop, Monday, June 20, 7pm, Orinda Library, 26 Orinda Way, Orinda, CA 94563

Audiences are invited to meet and converse with the director, actors and designers to learn about directorial points of view, actors’ methods, and design ideas for the upcoming production. Complimentary ice cream and Peet’s coffee is served. This event is free and open to the public.

Grove Talks, 45 minutes before each performance 

Led by resident Grove Talks speakers, these free, informal 20-minute talks are held on site 45 minutes before each and every performance, offering invaluable insight into the play and the production.

Tastings, Tuesdays and Wednesdays, beginning at 6pm

Taste the best of the Bay Area’s wine, beer, coffee, sweets, and savories for free on Tuesdays and Wednesdays before the performance. 

Meet the Artists, Sunday, July 10 and July 24, following the 4pm performance

Audience members enjoy an opportunity to engage in a lively discussion about the production with cast members following select 4pm matinee performances.

LGBT “OUTdoors” Shindig, Friday, July 15, 6:30pm event, 8pm performance

This pre-show party for the LGBT features cocktails, snacks, music, decor, and more, inspired by the current Main Stage production. Just pop into the Upper Grove at the Bruns between 6:30 and curtain time to join the party. Shindig—including drinks and snacks—is free with your ticket to the performance. 

InSight, Sunday, July 17, following the 4pm matinee

Explore the world of the play through an informal dialogue with the production’s dramaturg following select 4pm performances.

INFO: 510.548.9666, calshakes.org, or boxoffice@calshakes.org.
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