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CALIFORNIA SHAKESPEARE THEATER TO PERFORM 

AT WASHINGTON D.C.’S ARENA STAGE

Staged reading of John Steinbeck’s The Pastures of Heaven 
to be featured at #NewPlayFestival on January 29 and 30

Berkeley, CA – The journey that began more than three years ago continues beyond its 2010 world premiere as California Shakespeare Theater presents John Steinbeck’s The Pastures of Heaven by Octavio Solis during #NewPlayFestival, the culmination of the inaugural round of the NEA’s Distinguished New Play Development Project. Staged readings of select scenes from Pastures will be held January 29 and 30 at 2pm at the Arena Stage in Washington, D.C.
The Festival will feature full-length performances and readings of six plays at the Arena Stage. The Festival also includes a presentation featuring scenes from Robert Levi’s forthcoming documentary that follows the development of selected projects, which will be followed by a panel of featured artists speaking about their process. The #NewPlay Festival runs at the newly-built Mead Center for American Theater January 19-30, 2011. 

“The NEA and Arena Stage have done amazing work to bring new American work to life, and I couldn’t be more proud to have Cal Shakes part of the inaugural New Play Festival celebrating the Distinguished New Play Development Project,” says Cal Shakes Artistic Director Jonathan Moscone. “Octavio’s work deserves to be experienced by audiences around the country, and this is a great platform to get his play out there and also to celebrate our fantastic company of Bay Area actors.”
This richly theatrical play, adapted from the 1932 Steinbeck novella by renowned San Francisco playwright Octavio Solis, was developed over the course of three years as part of Cal Shakes’ New Works/New Communities program in collaboration with San Francisco’s Word for Word Performing Arts Company. Pastures received its world premiere at the Bruns Amphitheater, opening Cal Shakes’ 2010 season, June 3 – 27., in a production directed by Jonathan Moscone. 
Returning to create the 40+ inhabitants of Steinbeck’s idyllic valley will be original cast members Catherine Castellanos, Julie Eccles, Amy Kossow, Andy Murray, Charles Shaw Robinson, and JoAnne Winter, along with newcomers Clifton Guterman, Lakisha May, Jarion Monroe, and Nicholas Pelczar. The reading will be directed by Sheila Balter, charter member of Word for Word Performing Arts Company; production stage manager is Les Reinhardt. Both Moscone and Solis will attend the Festival. 

Pastures is the third project of Cal Shakes’ New Works/New Communities (NW/NC) program, which brings disparate communities together to engage directly in the creation of new works of theater inspired by classic literature. New Works/New Communities aims to make concrete connections between the work of classical writers and marginalized communities that do not see themselves reflected in those plays, or in theater itself. Launched in October 2007, Pastures emerged from two-plus years of development that included field research to Corral de Tierra, the breathtakingly beautiful, real-life setting of Pastures, and community conversations with diverse Salinas-area partners including The National Steinbeck Center, Alisal Center for the Fine Arts, and Hartnell College.

Critics were enthusiastic in their praise for this new work of American theater: the San Francisco Chronicle called it “one of the most adventurous theatrical undertakings of the year…big, bold, and multifaceted”. The Mercury News said “If Our Town were transplanted to Salinas, it might look a little like Pastures”; Chad Jones of TheaterDogs.net observed “this powerhouse collaboration yields a new dramatic work that should grow into a long, distinguished life on stage.”

The development of John Steinbeck's The Pastures of Heaven is underwritten by numerous individual donors and generous support from East Bay Community Foundation, Fleishhacker Foundation, The James Irvine Foundation, National Endowment for the Arts, Phyllis E. Wattis Foundation, and Zellerbach Family Foundation.
More information about the New Play Development Program hosted by Arena Stage is available on their website at www.arenastage.org/new-play-institute/. For more information about California Shakespeare Theater, visit www.calshakes.org; information about Word for Word Performing Arts Company can be found at http://www.zspace.org/w4w.htm.

###

Page 1 of 1

