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CALIFORNIA SHAKESPEARE THEATER CONCLUDES ITS 2010 SEASON WITH ROMANTIC COMEDY,
 MUCH ADO ABOUT NOTHING
All performances at the Bruns Amphitheater

Tickets now on sale; call 510.548.9666 or calshakes.org

Berkeley, CA, June 1, 2010 – California Shakespeare Theater’s 2010 season concludes with Shakespeare’s romantic comedy, Much Ado About Nothing, from September 22 through October 17, directed by Cal Shakes Artistic Director Jonathan Moscone.

One of Shakespeare’s wittiest plays, and a precursor of many of the famous screwball comedies of the 1930s, Much Ado explores the ideas of seeming incompatibility, alleged infidelity, and outright villainy to create a redemptive, passionate tale of love realized by those who thought it had past them by and those who took it for granted until it was nearly gone. Moscone will set the production in a post-war period during the early part of the 19th century, with a distinctly Italian flair.

“As in all of Shakespeare’s great romantic comedies, there is at the play’s heart a beautiful vulnerability that deeply appeals to me,” says Moscone. “This is the last chance at love for two people who’ve been thwarted by their feelings, and a chance of burgeoning love for two young people who find that only through suffering can a real emotional bond be created. I love this play and hope it’s a perfect way to express the expansive imagination of Shakespeare, who gave us such stark contrast in feeling and tone with Macbeth, which played earlier this season on our stage.”

The cast of Much Ado features some of Cal Shakes’ most beloved Associate Artists: Andy Murray and Domenique Lozano as Benedick and Beatrice, Danny Scheie as Don John/Dogberry, Dan Hiatt as Leonato, and Catherine Castellanos as Ursula/Verges. Also appearing, fresh from the cast of Macbeth, are Nick Childress as Claudio; Delia MacDougall as Margaret, and Nicholas Pelczar as Don Pedro. Emily Kitchens, who played Molly Morgan in the season opening Pastures of Heaven, appears as Hero, and Andrew Hurteau, last seen at Cal Shakes in King Lear, plays the Friar. Michael Davison, Thomas Gorrebeeck, Xanadu Bruggers, Luisa Frasconi, John Lewis, and Justin Liszanckie round out the company.

The design team from Macbeth returns to reimagine the Bruns stage once again, removing all vestiges of the Scottish play’s bombed-out asylum and burnishing and refitting the superstructure to create Much Ado’s robustly romantic seaport town of Messina. Dan Ostling (set design), an ensemble member with Lookingglass Theatre in Chicago whose work has appeared at regional theaters across the country and in Europe; Christal Weatherly (costume design), a much-in-demand designer with credits from Los Angeles to New York, most recently for Ruined at Oregon Shakespeare Festival; Russell Champa (lighting design), who designed the recent Broadway production of In the Next Room (or the vibrator play); and Andre Pluess (sound design), who created the evocative, occasionally whimsical music for last season’s A Midsummer Night’s Dream. Others on the artistic staff of the production are Erika Chong Shuch (choreographer), Cal Shakes Associate Artist Nancy Carlin (vocal/text coach), Philippa Kelly (dramaturg), Elizabeth Atkinson (stage manager), and Briana J. Fahey (assistant stage manager). 

Jonathan Moscone is celebrating his tenth season as Artistic Director of California Shakespeare Theater, where he directed the world premiere of John Steinbeck’s The Pastures of Heaven. Recently, he was awarded the inaugural Zelda Fichandler Award by the Stage Directors and Choreographers Foundation for “transforming the American theatre through his unique and creative work.” Regional credits include Berkeley Repertory Theatre, Huntington Theatre, Intiman Theatre, Milwaukee Repertory Theater, Goodspeed Musicals, Dallas Theatre Center, San Jose Repertory Theater, Portland Stage Company, and Magic Theatre. His work at Cal Shakes and elsewhere has earned him Bay Area Critics Circle and Dean Goodman Choice Awards for Best Direction and Production. Mr. Moscone is the recipient of a Stanford Graduate School of Business Center for Social Innovation Fellowship and currently serves on the board of LoveLife Foundation in Oakland. He is an adjunct faculty member with A.C.T.’s MFA program and serves as a board member of Theater Communications Group. Upcoming projects include the world premiere of Ghost Light with collaborator Tony Taccone for the 2011 Oregon Shakespeare Festival season, Clybourne Park for A.C.T., and Amadeus for Alley Theatre, Houston. 

Single tickets for Much Ado About Nothing are on sale now and range from $34–$70, with discounts available for seniors, students, persons age 30 and under, and groups. Prices, dates, and artists subject to change. For information or to charge tickets by phone with VISA, MasterCard or American Express, call the Cal Shakes Box Office at 510.548.9666. Additional information and online ticketing are available at www.calshakes.org.

California Shakespeare Theater’s 2010 season is supported in part by the generosity of The William and Flora Hewlett Foundation, the Dean & Margaret Lesher Foundation, The Osher Foundation, and The Shubert Foundation. Corporate partners for the 2010 season include BART, City National Bank, Lafayette Park Hotel & Spa, Meyer Sound, Peet’s Coffee & Tea, and San Francisco magazine. 
Photos are available from Cal Shakes in their online press room.

ABOUT CAL SHAKES

Founded in 1974, California Shakespeare Theater is a fully professional, critically acclaimed theater known for its innovative productions of the plays of William Shakespeare and other reimagined classics. Under the leadership of Artistic Director Jonathan Moscone and Managing Director Susie Falk, Cal Shakes is committed to being a leading community citizen by nourishing the imaginations of audiences, artists, and learners of all ages. Cal Shakes makes boldly imagined and deeply entertaining interpretations of Shakespeare and the classics; provides in-depth, far-reaching artistic learning programs for learners of all ages and circumstances; and brings disparate communities together around the creation of new American plays that reflect the cultural diversity of the Bay Area.
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ATTENTION CALENDAR EDITORS

WHAT

California Shakespeare Theater’s production of Much Ado About Nothing


WHO 

Written by William Shakespeare

Directed by Jonathan Moscone

Designed by Dan Ostling (sets), Christal Weatherly (costumes), Russell Champa (lights), Andre Pluess (sound designer), Philippa Kelly (dramaturg), Erika Chong Shuch (choreographer), and Nancy Carlin* (vocal/text coach), with Elizabeth Atkinson* (stage manager) and Briana J. Fahey* (assistant stage manager). 

Featuring Cal Shakes Associate Artists Andy Murray* (Benedick), Domenique Lozano* (Beatrice), Danny Scheie (Don John/Dogberry), Dan Hiatt* (Leonato), and Catherine Castellanos* (Ursula); Nick Childress* (Claudio); Andrew Hurteau* (Friar); Emily Kitchens* (Hero); Delia MacDougall* (Margaret); Nicholas Pelczar* (Don Pedro); Michael Davison (Conrade/Ensemble); Thomas Gorrebeeck (Borachio/Ensemble); and Xanadu Bruggers, Luisa Frasconi, John Lewis, and Justin Liszanckie (Ensemble).

*Member, Actor’s Equity Association
WHEN

September 22 through October 17

Previews September 22, 23, and 24 at 8pm

Opening September 25 at 8pm

Tuesdays through Thursdays at 7:30pm

Fridays and Saturdays at 8pm

Saturday Matinee, October 2 at 2pm

Sundays at 4pm

Grounds open two hours prior to showtime for picnicking.

WHERE
Bruns Amphitheater, 100 California Shakespeare Theater Way. (formerly 100 Gateway Blvd.), 



Orinda, CA 94563 

(just off Highway 24 at the California Shakespeare Theater Way/Wilder Rd. exit, one mile east of the Caldecott Tunnel.)

Complimentary shuttle from Orinda BART beginning 90 minutes prior to curtain.

Complimentary parking onsite.

TICKETS
Single tickets range from $34–$70, with discounts available for seniors, students, persons age 30

and under, and groups. Prices subject to change.

All tickets are available through the California Shakespeare Theater Box Office, 

701 Heinz Avenue, Berkeley CA, 510.548.9666, or online at www.calshakes.org.

GROUPS
Groups of 10 or more save $10 off the single ticket prices; complimentary ticket available for groups of 15+. For more information, call 510.809.3290.

SPECIAL EVENTS

Inside Scoop, Monday, Sep 13, 7pm, Orinda Library, 26 Orinda Way, Orinda, CA 94563

Audiences are invited to meet and converse with the director, actors and designers to learn about directorial points of view, actors’ methods, and design ideas for the upcoming production. Complimentary ice cream and Peet’s coffee is served. This event is free and open to the public.

Grove Talks, 45 minutes before each performance 

Led by resident Grove Talks speakers, these free, informal 20-minute talks are held on site 45 minutes before each and every performance, offering invaluable insight into the play and the production.

Tastings, Tuesdays and Wednesdays, beginning at 6pm

Taste the best of the Bay Area’s wine, beer, coffee, sweets, and savories for free on Tuesdays and Wednesdays before the performance. 

Meet the Artists, Sunday, Sep 26 and Oct 10, following the 4pm performance

Audience members enjoy an opportunity to engage in a lively discussion about the production with cast members following select 4pm matinee performances.

Behind the Scenes, Thursday, Sep 30, 5:30pm event; 7:30pm performance

Share an intimate chat with actors from each production. The evening includes a backstage tour, hors d’oeuvres, wine, and a catered dinner beginning at 5:30pm. Cost: $45 (not including theater ticket). Call 510.548.9666 or visit calshakes.org to order.

OUTdoors, Friday, Oct 1, 6:30pm event, 8pm performance

 This pre-show LGBT party in The Owen Moscone North Star Grove features cocktails, snacks, music, decor, and more inspired by the current Main Stage production. Just pop into the first grove on the right between 6:30 and curtain time to join the party. OUTdoors—including drinks and snacks—is free with your ticket to the performance. 

InSight, Sunday, Oct 3, following the 4pm matinee

Explore the world of the play through an informal dialogue with the production’s dramaturg following select 4pm performances.

INFO: 510.548.9666, calshakes.org, or boxoffice@calshakes.org.
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