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IT’S ABOUT BLOODY TIME: CALIFORNIA SHAKESPEARE THEATER OPENS 38TH SEASON WITH ITS 

FIRST-EVER TITUS ANDRONICUS, JUNE 1-26
Production features Cal Shakes Associate Artist 
James Carpenter in the title role
All Performances at the Recently Renovated Bruns Amphitheater

Tickets on Sale May 2; Call 510.548.9666 or calshakes.org

Berkeley, CA, May 1, 2010 – For the first time in its history, California Shakespeare Theater will present Titus Andronicus, Shakespeare’s virtuosic version of the revenge tragedies of his day, from June 1 through June 26. The production will be directed by Joel Sass, who helmed Cal Shakes’ previous productions of Macbeth (2010) and Pericles (2008) and features Cal Shakes Associate Artist James Carpenter in the title role. 

According to director Joel Sass, “Titus Andronicus, in the guise of a juicy revenge tale, is the vision of a society dismembering itself. And while the gleeful gory spectacle of the play is undeniably part of its notorious appeal, it is not a bloodbath just for the sake of a bloodbath. It’s a play that is profoundly concerned with the personal and societal consequences of violence. Ultimately the major question is: Is this society going to heal? Do the virtues of mercy, empathy, compromise, and forgiveness have any power to survive in this world? And who among the combatants is capable of halting the cycle of revenge?”

Set during the last days of the Roman Empire, Titus Andronicus is the story of a career military man who returns from a ten-year-long battle to a hero’s welcome, only to find his long-awaited retirement from public life derailed and his family destroyed by the war’s cultural and religious fallout.

James Carpenter, named the Bay Area theater’s “MVP” in 2009 by the San Francisco Chronicle, plays the Roman general Titus. Carpenter, a 2010 Lunt-Fontanne Fellow, has appeared at Cal Shakes in such memorable roles as Prince Hal in Henry IV, Parts One and Two; Ralph Nickleby in The Life and Adventures of Nicholas Nickleby, Gloucester in King Lear, Serebryakov in Uncle Vanya, Lord Capulet in Romeo and Juliet, Benedick in Much Ado About Nothing; and the title roles in Henry V, and Richard II. Also appearing in the cast as the vengeful queen Tamora is 2010’s MVP, Stacy Ross; the “go-to girl for Shaw as well as Shakespeare”, according to the Chronicle. Ms. Ross is familiar to Cal Shakes audiences for her unforgettable work in last season’s Mrs. Warren’s Profession and Macbeth, as well as Arms and the Man, Comedy of Errors, and Triumph of Love.

“We have a fabulous cast assembled for this adventure—inventive and fearless artists, all!” says Sass. “With Jim Carpenter and Stacy Ross playing Titus and Tamora, we’ve got two actors possessed of immense charisma and raw emotional power, all set for a titanic clash of opposing wills and revenge. Jim and Stacy know and trust each other completely, and that’s an incredible asset to have going into rehearsal.”

The company of Titus Andronicus includes: Rob Campbell (Films: Unforgiven, The Crucible; Broadway’s Translations and Ivanov) as Saturninus and Anna Bullard ( VIvie in Cal Shakes’ Mrs. Warren’s Profession) as Lavinia; Shawn Hamilton (2008’s Pericles) as Aaron; Associate Artist Dan Hiatt as Marcus; Delia MacDougall as Quintus, Nurse, and Valentine; Liam Vincent as Bassianus and Publius; Nicholas Pelczar (last season’s Much Ado About Nothing) as Lucius and Clown; Chad Deverman as Demetrius; and David Mendelsohn as Chiron. Rounding out the cast are Caleb Alexander as Young Lucius, and Galen Murphy-Hoffman as Martius and Aemilius; and Jody Christian, Willem Long, Geoffrey Nolan, Paris Hunter Paul, and Valerie Wagenfeld.
Director Sass has assembled an intrepid team of designers to create a world he describes as “a film set from a Fellini movie combined with Kabuki theater, with a big chunk of Hoover Dam thrown in”: Emily Green (set design), who has designed sets and costumes for several Bay Area companies, including Shotgun Players, Crowded Fire, and Cutting Ball; Paloma Young (costume design), whose work was most recently seen in the off-Broadway production of Peter and the Starcatcher; Russell Champa (lighting design), who designed the Broadway production of In the Next Room (or the vibrator play); and Associate Artist Andre Pluess (sound design), who created the evocative, occasionally whimsical music for last season’s productions of Macbeth and Much Ado About Nothing. Others on the artistic staff of the production are Associate Artists Lynne Soffer (vocal/text coach) and MaryBeth Cavanaugh (Choreographer); Dave Maier (fight director), Philippa Kelly (dramaturg), Laxmi Kumaran (stage manager), and Peter Royston (assistant stage manager). 

Joel Sass is a stage director, designer, and adapter based in Minneapolis. In addition to freelancing, he is an Artistic Associate at the acclaimed Jungle Theater, where he has directed and designed over 15 award-winning productions, among them I Am My Own Wife, The Syringa Tree, The Mystery of Irma Vep, Shining City, and The Seafarer. For eight years Joel was the artistic director of the experimental Mary Worth Theater Company, where he designed and directed Valley of the Dolls, Titus Andronicus, The History of the Devil, and Crazyface, among others. Mr. Sass has also directed at the Guthrie Theatre (Pericles, 9 Parts of Desire, The 39 Steps), Theatre de la Jeune Lune (Lettice & Lovage), and Park Square Theatre (Noises Off, Dirty Blonde, The Mystery Of Irma Vep, The Triumph Of Love, Oliver Twist). Mr. Sass is the recipient of a 2005 McKnight Theater Artist Fellowship for 
directing; a 2006 Ameriprise IVEY award for scenic design; a 2010 IVEY award for best production (Mary’s Wedding); and the 2007 Alan Schneider Director Award, administered by Theater Communications Group (TCG). 
Founded in 1974, now under the leadership of Artistic Director Jonathan Moscone and Managing Director Susie Falk, Cal Shakes was recently named “one of the most beautiful outdoor performing spaces in America” by the Wall Street Journal. The Bruns Amphitheater, recently renovated to include enhanced audience and patron amenities, is nestled in the Siesta Valley of the East Bay Hills between Berkeley and Orinda on a protected watershed. The grounds open two hours before curtain for picnicking in the lush eucalyptus and oak groves; the on-site café in the new Sharon Simpson Center offers gourmet meals on-site, or patrons may bring their own to enjoy. The Theater offers free shuttle service from the Orinda BART station, beginning ninety minutes before the performance, and plentiful free parking onsite. For more information on the entirety of Cal Shakes work on stage, in schools and in communities, go to www.calshakes.org/about us.


Single tickets for Titus Andronicus go on sale May 2nd and range from $35-$66, with discounts available for seniors, students, persons age 30 and under, and groups. Prices, dates, and artists subject to change. For information or to charge tickets by phone with VISA, MasterCard or American Express, call the Cal Shakes Box Office at 510.548.9666. Additional information and online ticketing are available at www.calshakes.org.

California Shakespeare Theater’s 2011 season is supported in part by the generosity of The William and Flora Hewlett Foundation and the Dean & Margaret Lesher Foundation. Corporate partners for the 2011 season include BART, City National Bank, Lafayette Park Hotel & Spa, Meyer Sound, Peet’s Coffee & Tea, and San Francisco magazine. 
Photos are available from Cal Shakes in their online press room.

ABOUT CAL SHAKES

Founded in 1974, California Shakespeare Theater is a fully professional, critically acclaimed theater known for its innovative productions of the plays of William Shakespeare and other reimagined classics. Under the leadership of Artistic Director Jonathan Moscone and Managing Director Susie Falk, Cal Shakes is committed to being a leading community citizen by nourishing the imaginations of audiences, artists, and learners of all ages. Cal Shakes makes boldly imagined and deeply entertaining interpretations of Shakespeare and the classics; provides in-depth, far-reaching artistic learning programs for learners of all ages and circumstances; and brings disparate communities together around the creation of new American plays that reflect the cultural diversity of the Bay Area.
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ATTENTION CALENDAR EDITORS

WHAT

California Shakespeare Theater’s first-ever production of Titus Andronicus


WHO 

Written by William Shakespeare

Directed by Joel Sass
Designed by Emily Greene (sets), Paloma Young (costumes), Russell Champa (lights), Andre Pluess (sound designer), Philippa Kelly (dramaturg), MaryBeth Cavanaugh (choreographer), Dave Maier (fight director), and Lynne Soffer* (vocal/text coach), with Laxmi Kumaran* (stage manager) and Peter Royston* (assistant stage manager). 
Featuring James Carpenter* (Titus Andronicus), Stacy Ross* (Tamora), Anna Bullard* (Lavinia), Rob Campbell* (Saturninus), Chad Deverman* (Demetrius), Shawn Hamilton* (Aaron), Dan Hiatt* (Marcus), Delia MacDougall* (Quinus, Nurse, Valentine, Goth), David Mendelsohn* (Chiron), Nicholas Pelczar* (Lucius, Clown); Liam Vincent* (Bassianus, Publius, Goth); Caleb Alexander (Young Lucius); Galen Murphy-Hoffman (Martius, Aemilius); Jody Christian (Ensemble); Willem Long (Ensemble); Geoffrey Nolan (Ensemble); Paris Hunter Paul (Ensemble), and Valerie Wagenfeld (Ensemble).

WHEN

June 1 through June 26, 2011
Previews June 1, 2, and 3 at 8pm

Opening June 4 at 8pm

Tuesdays through Thursdays at 7:30pm

Fridays and Saturdays at 8pm

Saturday Matinee, June 25 at 2pm

Sundays at 4pm

Grounds open two hours prior to showtime for picnicking.

WHERE
Bruns Amphitheater, 100 California Shakespeare Theater Way. (formerly 100 Gateway Blvd.), 



Orinda, CA 94563 

(just off Highway 24 at the California Shakespeare Theater Way/Wilder Rd. exit, one mile east of the Caldecott Tunnel.)

Complimentary shuttle from Orinda BART beginning 90 minutes prior to curtain.

Complimentary parking onsite.

TICKETS
Single tickets range from $35 to $66, with discounts available for seniors, students, persons age 30 and under, and groups. Prices subject to change.

All tickets are available through the California Shakespeare Theater Box Office, 

701 Heinz Avenue, Berkeley CA, 510.548.9666, or online at www.calshakes.org.

GROUPS
Groups of 10 or more save $10 off the adult single ticket price; complimentary ticket available for groups of 15+. For more information, call 510.809.3290.

SPECIAL EVENTS

Inside Scoop, Monday, May 16, 7pm, Orinda Library, 26 Orinda Way, Orinda, CA 94563

Audiences are invited to meet and converse with the director, actors and designers to learn about directorial points of view, actors’ methods, and design ideas for the upcoming production. Complimentary ice cream and Peet’s coffee is served. This event is free and open to the public.

Grove Talks, 45 minutes before each performance 

Led by resident Grove Talks speakers, these free, informal 20-minute talks are held on site 45 minutes before each and every performance, offering invaluable insight into the play and the production.

Tastings, Tuesdays and Wednesdays, beginning at 6pm

Taste the best of the Bay Area’s wine, beer, coffee, sweets, and savories for free on Tuesdays and Wednesdays before the performance. 

Meet the Artists, Sunday, June 5 and June 19, following the 4pm performance

Audience members enjoy an opportunity to engage in a lively discussion about the production with cast members following select 4pm matinee performances.

Titus Teen Night, Thursday, June 9, 6:30pm event, 8pm performance

A special event just for teens ages 13-18. Come hang out in the Upper Grove; we’ll provide the pizza and soda and a cool, interactive pre-show engagement with one of our Teaching Artists before the show. Call 510.809.3290 for tickets and more info.

30 and Under Shindig, Friday, June 10, 6:30pm event, 8pm performance

This pre-show party for the 30 and under crowd features cocktails, snacks, music, decor, and more, inspired by the current Main Stage production. Just pop into the Upper Grove at the Bruns between 6:30 and curtain time to join the party. Shindig—including drinks and snacks—is free with your ticket to the performance. 

InSight, Sunday, June 12, following the 4pm matinee

Explore the world of the play through an informal dialogue with the production’s dramaturg following select 4pm performances.

INFO: 510.548.9666, calshakes.org, or boxoffice@calshakes.org.
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